
IN BETWEEN DAYS
By Camryn Garrett

“A raw, beautiful story about surviving the impossible 
and learning how to move forward . . .” —Aiden 
Thomas, New York Times bestselling author of The 

Sunbearer Trials

When her mother refuses entry to a stranger named 
Richard at her father’s funeral, 17-year-old Mira 
Howard doesn’t understand why. But snooping through 
her father’s things reveals that Richard was her father’s 
boyfriend—a boyfriend she never knew about. In fact, 
Mira never even knew for sure that her dad was gay. 
Hoping to feel more connected to her late father, Mira 
reaches out to Richard without telling her mom, who is 
still angry from the divorce. As Mira and Richard become 
closer, Mira gains more and more insight into the side of 
her father that she never got to see.

Grieving that she never got to connect with her dad 
about their shared queerness, Mira asks that Richard 
teach her “how to be queer” while she navigates a new 
crush on her co-worker, which brings her out of her diary 
and into the real world.

But as Mira grows more con!dent in herself, she !nds 
it hard to keep her relationship with Richard a secret, 
questioning why her family never talked about her 
father’s sexuality in the !rst place. Soon Mira has to 
decide if she wants to keep the peace or honor her 
father’s memory by being her truest self.
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THE FORGOTTEN SUMMER OF SENECA
By Camryn Garrett

“This magical middle-grade read will have readers 
curious to learn more about the real Seneca Village.” 

- Booklist
Everything is changing, and twelve-year-old Rowan 
Robinson hates it. She’s dreading having to spend her 
summer in New York City with her Aunt Monica, even 
though she used to love it. But things are just di!erent 
after her father passed away. Without him, nothing 
about her world feels the same.

Things start to get a little better when Rowan brings her 
dad’s old camera to Central Park to take pictures. But as 
she’s snapping photos, she notices a strange mirror-like 
shape "oating in the air. When she gets closer to it, she 
trips and falls through the portal, and after she lands, 
she #nds herself in a di!erent world: Seneca Village, 
where Black people with magical abilities seem to live in 
the past, in a time without phones or electricity. At #rst, 
Rowan thinks it must be a dream, but the more time she 
spends in the village with her new friend Lily, the more 
she wants it to be real.

But outsiders aren’t even supposed to be able to #nd 
Seneca. Rowan and Lily aren’t sure how Rowan was 
able to see the portal, but they suspect it might have 
something to do with the girl who normally guards the 
portal having gone missing.

As Rowan and Lily search for clues to help #nd the 
missing girl and uncover the truth of the portal’s magic, 
Rowan begins to realize what secrets this village might 
be hiding, and how the events of the past still linger in 
the present day.

PRESS AND REVIEWS
• “Engaging, thought provoking, and a page-turning 

mystery...a gentle read with a big heart as well as 
important themes.”- School Library Journal
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DANILO WAS HERE
By Tamika Burgess

A Junior Library Guild Gold Standard Selection!

Danilo Osorio Jr.’s baseball skills were once the pride of 
his father and entire hometown of El Chorrillo, Panamá. 
But that was then, and this is now…

Following 1989’s Operation Just Cause, a US military 
invasion that left his neighborhood decimated, Danilo 
couldn’t care less about baseball or the father who 
abandoned him for opportunities in the States. Now 
Danilo’s focus is taking care of his mamá and sister and 
trying to save them all from needing to relocate to a 
refugee camp.

When Danilo unintentionally catches the eye of a baseball 
recruiter and is o!ered the opportunity to visit and train 
in California—the same place as his father’s last known 
address—he is tasked with deciding to go or stay. But 
if playing baseball could help him "nd his father and 
secure the extra funds his family needs, Danilo is willing 
to travel anywhere, even to the very country responsible 
for destroying his home.

Between his tough-as-nails baseball coach, ultra-
competitive teammates, and overly enthusiastic host 
family, Danilo’s plans encounter some curveballs. And 
when his turn to bat "nally comes, he’ll have to decide 
what and who he’s actually "ghting for.

PRESS AND REVIEWS
• “Best Books of 2025” - Kirkus
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THROW AWAY THE KEY
By Jason M. Hough

A former CIA locksmith turned glori!ed janitor 
is haunted by a botched Cold War operation with 

rami!cations that extend to the present day.

Lars Bergman is no ordinary janitor. He’s the CIA’s 
locksmith.

Formerly part of the CIA’s infamous Surreptitious Entry 
Team, Lars is now responsible for every padlock, safe, 
and secure door across the CIA headquarters. He’s never 
met a lock he couldn’t pick…except one, which he tried 
and failed to open during a botched mission in Warsaw 
at the end of the Cold War.

Cruising toward retirement, Lars’s life is upended when 
a senior CIA o!cial dies and he’s called upon to open 
the safe in her o!ce. Inside the safe is a clue only Lars 
would notice, left by someone he’d worked with in his 
heyday. As he investigates, Lars soon realizes that his 
failed Warsaw operation has come back to haunt him 
and perhaps give him another chance at picking the one 
lock that’s ever eluded him.

What Lars doesn’t realize is that what the lock is protecting 
could have dire rami"cations for the organization he has 
spent his whole adult life safekeeping.

PRESS AND REVIEWS
• “Twisty and downright delightful, this grabbed me 

from the !rst page and refused to let go all the way 
through its rollicking climax.” - #1 New York Times 
bestselling author Pierce Brown
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A DYING GIANT IN THE PALM OF YOUR HAND
By Adelehin Ijasan

An unforgettable tale of spiritual inheritance, ecolog-
ical grief, and the dangerous beauty of wonder in a 

world determined to forget.

In a coastal town scarred by oil, secrecy, and silence, 
ten-year-old Nimi is forced to grow up far too quickly.

When his !sherman father hauls a mysterious, silver-
scaled being from the sea—Angele, a merman from 
a forgotten world—Nimi’s life and the fate of Ikanre 
shift irreversibly. As whispers of ‘mamiwota’ spread, 
what begins as wonder curdles into fear, greed, and 
bloodlust. The villagers’ hunger—both literal and 
spiritual—spirals into a violent reckoning, echoing 
centuries of betrayal and desecration.

As his home erupts into chaos, Nimi must navigate 
a landscape where gods shrink from memory, family 
unravels in front of his eyes, and the line between the 
human and the mythical dissolves. With the last of a 
dying people in his care and a forest god no larger than 
a child’s thumb beating faintly in his pocket, Nimi 
begins a harrowing journey toward understanding, 
survival, and an aching rebirth.
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• “A rare and luminous tale—politically conscious, 
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Its combination of myth, spiritual longing, political 
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WORRY BOX
By Chris Panatier

Perfect for fans of Paul Tremblay’s A Head Full 
of Ghosts.

The Martins need a new home for their growing 
family. For Alison, Nathan, daughter Dru, and foster 
child Lailah, it’s love at !rst sight when they see the 
house in Tumbling Hills. It even has a cozy attic, which 
is great for Lailah: she needs a quiet place to be alone 
when her intrusive thoughts creep in.

(crack an egg into the co!ee machine)

The family gets settled. The house is perfect, and so is 
the timing – Lailah’s adoption will soon be !nalized. 
But as the date approaches, her intrusive thoughts 
become worse, and bad things start to happen. Lailah 
fears she’s losing control.

(push your sister down the stairs)

The family is on edge, pointing !ngers and taking 
sides. And even though they love each other very 
much, the cracks begin to show. Something has got 
to give.

(burn them alive in their beds)

PRESS AND REVIEWS
• “Best Horror of 2024” at Esquire for THE REDEMPTION 

OF MORGAN BRIGHT
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 Chris is an artist and writer living in Dallas, Texas, 
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He writes short stories and novels.
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BASTION CYCLE - TRILOGY
By Alex Kingsley

2025 Best New Novel at The Chicago Reader!

There are monsters outside the city walls.

Harvard is small, anxious, and plagued by a constant 
tremor, which is not an ideal combination for a desert 
scavenger. He and his crew are under constant threat 
of desertwalker attacks, and Harvard is nearly useless 
against them.

When the biggest mistake of Harvard’s life separates 
him from his crew, he must learn the secrets of the 
desert beasts in order to survive the dangers of the dusts. 
Returning to Bastion with a surprising ally, Harvard is 
forced to choose between saving his crew or allying with 
the “monsters” who rescued him.

Harvard never saw himself as a hero, but when the beasts 
of the dusts implore him to aid their rescue mission, he 
holds the lives of crabs and humans alike in his trembling 
hands.

For awesome post-apocalyptic action, where Earth 
is ruled by gargantuan crab beasts, get your copy of 
Empress of Dust today!
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NICE GIRLS DON’T RIDE
By Roni Loren

“Absolutely unputdownable! Roni Loren is a new 
favorite.”—#1 New York Times bestselling author 

Colleen Hoover

Natalie Bourne thinks she has the perfect night 
planned for her twenty-!rst birthday. But when her 
car breaks down and her boyfriend bails on her, she’s 
left stranded in an auto shop dealing with a way too 
cocky, way too hot mechanic, who seems to be intent 
on pushing every button she has.

Monroe Hawkins knows he shouldn’t be messing with 
a girl from the uppity private college. Especially when 
he can tell she sees him as the help. But he’s having 
trouble resisting the redhead with the smart mouth 
and the killer legs. So when Natalie’s night goes from 
bad to worse, there’s no way he’s letting her spend 
her birthday alone. He makes her a deal--he’ll take 
her home but not until the sun comes up.

Ten hours, one motorcycle, and the city of Austin at 
their !ngertips...things are about to take a major 
detour. And soon, there may be no U-turn in sight.

PRESS AND REVIEWS
• “Nice Girls Don’t Ride rocked my world!”   

- Lorelei James, New York Times Bestselling Author
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WANDERLUST
By Roni Loren

Sex, love, rock & roll, and a reporter who’s about 
to learn a new meaning for staying on top of her 

assignment...

Restaurant critic Aubrey Bordelon is never at a loss for 
words to describe her meals in the fancy restaurants 
of New Orleans. But after her magazine’s high-
pro!le music reporter falls ill, she !nds herself out of 
her element and in a sea of screaming fans awaiting 
Wanderlust’s lead singer, Lex Logan. The sound of his 
voice gives her goosebumps, and the stage presence 
of the hard-bodied rock star takes her breath away. So 
when he pulls her onstage for a sexy stunt, she knows 
she’s in real trouble.
 
Lex doesn’t want to pretend that the sparks on stage 
between him and Aubrey never happened, but it 
certainly makes the fact that she’s writing a story on 
his band all the more dangerous. The last thing he 
needs is some nosy reporter revealing their problems 
to the world. But the sexy Southern belle doesn’t give 
up easily, and soon he’s wondering if the best way to 
chase her o" the story is to coax her into his bed...

PRESS AND REVIEWS
• “Delicious, dark, sensual prose.” - USA Today
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BRANDED
By L.E. Eyring

Marriage wasn’t on her bucket list. Becoming 
magically bound to a demon? Even less so.

As a child, Sam Wandern thought she was just playing 
pretend—until her imaginary friends turned out to be 
real demons she accidentally unleashed into the world. 
One of them, Ash Spiros, has haunted her life ever since. 
Once human, now a dangerously seductive incubus, Ash 
claims he’s been protecting her. But protection has a price.

On Halloween night, everything changes. A violent attack 
triggers Ash’s true nature, sealing an unbreakable bond 
between them. Now, to survive, Sam must participate 
in a ritual feeding—an intimate and consuming 
act that keeps them both alive... and tethered.

Ash insists on keeping his distance. Sam claims 
she doesn’t need him. But the bond draws them 
together again and again, tempting them both to 
cross lines that were never meant to be blurred.

Torn between the comforts of a normal life and the 
seductive pull of the demon world, Sam must confront 
a terrifying question: Is the bond just magic—or 
something much deeper, and far more dangerous?
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DEAD RINGER
By Leanna Renee Hieber

Manhattan: 1892

Lottie Engel is a clumsy, curious, big-hearted disaster. 
A recent German immigrant sending money home to 
her ailing mother, Lottie has many responsibilities yet 
her head remains in the clouds. Dazzled and easily 
distracted, Lottie’s world is turned upside-down when 
a beautiful ghost appears through the telephone 
console where she works as an operator, insisting 
Lottie listen in on a speci!c line. When she does, Lottie 
overhears and insidious murder plot of which the 
lovely ghost was just the !rst casualty. The villains 
are about to strike again. A web of intrigue unfolds 
to create an unlikely band of amateur sleuths. It is up 
to Lottie, her lively, multicultural band of boarding-
house found-family, a dashing immigration and civil 
liberties lawyer, this ghost and a raucous band of 
union organizers to save lives and bring supernatural 
vengeance upon those who deserve it.
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Horror Writers Association
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FIGHTER
By KJ Austin

When the only thing scarier than love is trust...

Alaskan cage !ghter Kai Makenzie had everything: 
a spotless win record, a promising career in the UFC, 
and the woman of his dreams. Then, in a moment of 
violent jealousy, it was all ripped away. Six years later, 
the ex-convict is desperate to get his life back on track, 
to save his dying career, and to !nd a way to forgive 
himself for destroying the lives of the people he loved.

Adrenaline junkie and government computer hacker 
Savannah Reed wasn’t always a recluse, afraid of 
the world around her. When Savannah is betrayed 
by her !ancé in a contract job gone terribly wrong, 
Savannah barely escapes with her life. Wracked 
with grief and deeply scarred inside and out, the 
once vibrant woman is determined not to lose 
herself to the violence of a past still haunting her.

Kai is aggressive and angry, a switch ready to be 
"ipped. Savannah is a panic attack waiting to happen. 
But it kills him to see the fear in her eyes when she 
walks into his gym for self defense classes. And 
there’s something about the rough, tattooed !ghter 
that makes Savannah believe they can help each 
other. When Savannah protects Kai from an 
attack by an old enemy right before a career-
changing !ght, the two !nd themselves 
unexpectedly drawn deeper into each other’s lives.

The attraction between them is undeniable, forged from 
a friendship that neither had known they desperately 
needed. But when Savannah’s ex returns, determined 
to make her !nish the job that cost her everything, the 
man she never expected to love is directly in the cross!re.
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