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Our Story

When Albert Whitman was founded more 
than a century ago, our goal was simple: 
make good books that kids want to read. 
Today, we continue this tradition, guided by 
a deeper mission to create stories that also 
educate and empower children.

Together, we can create a safe space for 
kids to learn about themselves and their 
communities. We can promote empathy, 
inclusion, and personal responsibility. We 
can help children become world thinkers, 
ones who seek to understand themselves 
and others.

When we put the right story in the right 
hands, we can inspire the next generation 
to make the future brighter for everyone.
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Third-grader Abby may be 
out of this world—literally—but her family and friends  keep her grounded. From the author of Bunnybear comes a STEM-themed 

chapter book series filled with humor, hijinks, and heart.

Reviews  and Praise 

“Our Afro-Latinx heroine 
successfully leads the way in 

this STEM series that’s funny, futuristic, 
and full of ingenuity...Curious young readers 

will gravitate to its quirky wit and the relatable 
character experiences that mirror common 
ups and downs.”  

—Booklist 

“By grounding the children in a setting that’s 
simultaneously familiar—the first day of 
school—and strange (in space), Loney offers 
an appealing take on the back-to-school 
story...Accessible writing brimming with 
funny lines will hold readers’ attention. 
Classroom libraries be warned: This one 
could wind up floating off your shelves.” 

—Kirkus Reviews

Abby in Orbit
by ANDREA J. LONEY 
illustrated by FUUJI TAKASHI

BLAST OFF! 978-0-8075-0099-6
SPACE RACE 978-0-8075-0097-2
ALL SYSTEMS WHOA 978-0-8075-0095-8
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Collections 
kids will love

Social & Emotional Learning
Prepare children to meet challenges, deal with 
disappointments, and cope with uncertainty.

see the entire collection by visiting
www.albertwhitman.com/sel

Celebrations & Holidays
Educate and empower world thinkers with stories about 
the beliefs and customs of people around the globe.

see the entire collection by visiting
www.albertwhitman.com/celebrations

STEM
Give children the confidence to ask questions, make 
mistakes, and find answers.

see the entire collection by visiting
www.albertwhitman.com/blackhistory

see the entire collection by visiting
www.albertwhitman.com/stem

Black Culture & History
These stories of courage, perseverance, and joy will 
inspire readers of all backgrounds.

Picture Book Biographies
Encourage kids to follow their dreams with the help 
of historical trailblazers.

Seasonal
Celebrate the sights, sounds, and traditions that 
make each season special.

see the entire collection by visiting
www.albertwhitman.com/biographies

see the entire collection by visiting
www.albertwhitman.com/seasons

Browse more topics at  
www.albertwhitman.com/collections

Environment
Stories about the planet can help readers find 
wonder in their own backyards and beyond.

see the entire collection by visiting
www.albertwhitman.com/environment
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Look for this icon to see which 
stories are available in  
THE BOOK CLUB APP!

Every story features 
animation, voiceover, and 

sync-to-text highlights

Games, activities, 
awards, and more

Built with children, 
parents, and teachers 

in mind

To learn more about how to use  
The Book Club reading comprehension app 

 in your classroom, library, or home 
visit www.ThebookClub.com or  

contact us at info@thebookclub.com.

Hundreds of animated  
read-along stories for kids!
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SOCIAL &
EMOTIONAL
LEARNING

Inspire world thinkers

Filled with challenges and 
breakthroughs, disappointments 
and triumphs, these stories prove 
that persistence pays off, both for 

ourselves and for the people who will 
follow in our footsteps.
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Way Past Embarrassed 
by HALLEE ADELMAN 
illustrated by JOSEP MARIA JULI

978-0-8075-8098-1  
US $18.99  
Ages 4–8/Grades PreK–3  
September 2023  
8 x 10, 32 pages  

Jacketed Hardcover with Matte 
Lamination  
Territory: World  
E-book: 978-0-8075-8099-8  
US $9.99 

A student learns to ask for help 
even when it’s difficult. 
Juan is having a hard time with a math worksheet 
while everyone else in his class seems to breeze 
through it. When the teacher calls on Juan to put 
answers on the board, he acts silly and even leaves 
the room. But after a mix-up reveals that he’s not the 
only one who struggles with math, Juan gains the 
courage to ask for help and inspires his classmates 
to do the same.  

What to Expect

•	A relatable look at embarrassment in a  
classroom setting

•	Empowers readers to ask for help, even when  
it’s difficult

•	Encourages kids to be honest about their 
weaknesses and to use their strengths to  
help others

Great Big Feelings™
Preparing kids to manage powerful 

emotions in social situations 

W
A

Y PA
ST EM

B
A

R
R

A
SSED

A
D

ELM
A

N
  •  JU

LI

HALLEE ADELMAN is the author of numerous books for 
children, and she works to better the lives of kids and families 
through education, story, and film. With a PhD in education, 
she has taught elementary through university students and 
was nominated twice for the Disney Teacher of the Year Award. 
Hallee lives outside Philadelphia, PA, with her family.

JOSEP MARIA JULI was born in Arenys de Mar, Spain. After 
studying comics at Joso School for two years, he realized that 
he expressed himself better in the children’s illustration world. 
Since then he has done work for a variety of publishing houses, 
toy companies, and advertising agencies all over the world.
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What to Expect from Great Big Feelings
•	Describes the causes and symptoms of common emotions
•	Characters model coping techniques and skills to work through big emotions
•	8 books in the series, with more on the way

WAY PAST MAD

Keya's day is off to a bad start. 
She heads to school kicking 
rocks and sticks. When her 
friend Hooper asks if she's okay, 
Keya shouts at him, and he 
storms off. Keya gave him her 
mad! Now it’s up to her to find a 
way to make things right.

WAY PAST WORRIED

Brock's heart is thumping and 
his mind is racing. Today is his 
friend Juan’s superhero party 
and he’s going all by himself. 
What if nobody plays with him? 
What if everyone laughs at 
him? Brock doesn’t feel like a 
superhero, but… what if he can 
save the day and find a way 
past worried all by himself?

WAY PAST JEALOUS 

Yaz loves to draw, but no one 
ever notices her pictures. 
Everyone loves Debby’s 
drawings, and one even got put 
up on the classroom wall with 
a star on it. Now Yaz’s jealousy 
is making her think ugly things, 
and even act mean! How can 
she get past jealous?

WAY PAST SAD

James is sad. His best friend, 
Sanj, is moving away. James 
feels all alone, and even hugs 
from Mom don’t take away all 
his sad. But it helps to talk about 
it. Nothing can change the fact 
that Sanj is moving, but will 
James and Sanj always be sad? 
Or is there a way to get past it?

WAY PAST AFRAID

Van and his sister are at their 
grandparents' house for a 
sleepover when a storm breaks. 
There's loud thunder, bursts of 
lightning, and a power outage. 
Even though Van is scared, he 
comes up with ideas to make 
everybody feel better.

WAY PAST LONELY

It's a weekend, and it looks like 
Macy will be spending it alone. 
Dez is out of town, Keya and 
Hooper can’t play. Macy's  
mom is busy and her brother 
doesn’t need her help. Can 
Macy still find a way to have  
fun all by herself?

WAY PAST SORRY

Kat promised to be Sage’s 
buddy on the class trip, but 
when it was time to board the 
bus, Kat sat with someone else. 
Now Sage is ignoring Kat, and 
won’t talk to her even after she 
apologizes. Kat is way past 
sorry. How can she make it up to 
her best friend?

A MESSAGE FROM 
THE AUTHOR

Feelings connect us. We 
might not share the same 
experiences, but we can 
connect through emotions. That 
is why I write small books about 
big feelings. I want readers to 
feel cared about, understood, 
and empowered—not just in 
difficult moments, but also for 
a lifetime.
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The Thunder Pause 
by SHERI MABRY 
illustrated by ANASTASIYA KANAVALIUK

978-0-8075-7914-5  
US $18.99  
Ages 4–8/Grades PreK–3  
October 2023  
8 x 10, 32 pages  

Jacketed Hardcover with Matte 
Lamination  
Territory: World  
E-book: 978-0-8075-7915-2  
US $9.99 

After an angry outburst, a  
child takes a cue from nature  
to find calm. 
As a storm brews outside, a younger brother takes 
a green marker to his older sister’s favorite drawing. 
She is so angry that all she can do is yell and stomp 
away. It’s only when Grandpa applies the thunder 
pause game he taught her—counting seconds 
between the lightning flash and the boom—that she 
is able to control her temper. A perfect addition to  
SEL collections, this story offers a memorable, 
practical exercise that kids can use to find calm 
anytime, anywhere.

What to Expect

•	Highlights a common childhood emotion, as  
well as the issues it can create, in a 
straightforward way

•	Urges readers to focus on finding solutions rather 
than lashing out

•	Author’s note contains a pause game exercise 
kids can try themselves

SHERI MABRY is an award-winning author from Cedarburg, 
Wisconsin. She has a master’s degree in curriculum and 
instruction and a bachelor’s degree in education. Sheri is also 
the founder of a not-for-profit arts organization, a yoga studio, 
and a writing services company. Creative work and mindfulness 
inform her writing.

ANASTASIYA KANAVALIUK is a Belarusian illustrator currently 
based in Poland. She has illustrated numerous children’s books 
and is now working toward an MA in graphic design.

The Thunder Pause
M

abry  •
  K

anavaliuk

The  
Thunder Pause

illustrated by  
Anastasiya KanavaliukSheri Mabry

Way Past Mad
978-0-8075-8104-9
$9.99

Being Mindful Like 
Grandpa
978-0-8075-0614-1
$16.99

Grumpy Pants
978-0-8075-3079-5
$8.99

AW Read-Alikes
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Share diverse 
perspectives

CELEBRATIONS 
& HOLIDAYS

These stories of holidays and customs 
introduce kids to the many ways in 

which people celebrate and find 
meaning in their traditions.
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Lila and the 
Jack-o’-Lantern
Halloween Comes to America 
by NANCY CHURNIN 
illustrated by ANNELI BRAY

978-0-8075-6663-3  
US $18.99  
Ages 4–8/Grades PreK–3  
September 2023  
8 x 10, 32 pages  

Jacketed Hardcover with Matte 
Lamination  
Territory: World  
E-book: 978-0-8075-6664-0  
US $9.99 

An Irish immigrant moves to 
America, bringing along a now-
beloved Halloween tradition. 
When Lila and her family leave Ireland for the United 
States, Lila misses many things, but especially 
Halloween. Each year, she and her siblings look 
forward to tricking a sly spirit named Jack by carving 
turnips into jack-o’-lanterns and walking the streets 
of their small town in ghostly costumes. Now, with no 
turnips in sight, can she bring the spirit of the holiday 
to the crowded city streets of her new home? 

What to Expect

•	An illuminating look at how jack-o'-lanterns 
became popular in the United States

•	Portrays the immigrant experience in 19th-century 
America through a child’s eyes

•	Includes information on Irish Halloween traditions, 
including recipes for seasonal dishes

NANCY CHURNIN is the award-winning author of multiple 
picture book biographies. The former theater critic for the Dallas 
Morning News and Los Angeles Times San Diego edition, she’s 
now a full-time writer and peace negotiator between her dog 
and cats. She lives in North Texas.

ANNELI BRAY is a children’s illustrator from Lancaster, United 
Kingdom. She graduated with a first in illustration at Norwich 
University of the Arts and has worked with clients such as 
Hodder, Barrington Stoke, Britannica, Quarto, and Magic Cat.

It’s a Pumpkin!
978-0-8075-1216-6
$16.99

Dia de Los Muertos
978-0-8075-1577-8
$8.99

Santiago’s Dinosaurios
978-0-8075-7230-6
$17.99

AW Read-Alikes
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Grandpa’s  
Scroll

G
randpa’s  Scroll

Ginger Park Ginger Park andand Frances Park            Frances Park           illustrated byillustrated by  Kim Dong HoonKim Dong Hoon

Valentines for All
Esther Howland Captures 
America’s Heart 
by NANCY CHURNIN 
illustrated by MONIKA RÓŽA WIŠNIEWSKA

How an enterprising woman helped 
establish a tradition that Americans 
still observe today. 
When Esther Howland first saw the fancy valentine 
her father brought home from England, most 
Americans thought Valentine’s Day was a waste 
of time. But through the card, Esther felt how much 
her father loved her. Could she help others express 
themselves in the same way?

What to Expect

•	Tells the true story of Esther Howland, a 19th-
century entrepreneur who popularized valentines 
in the United States

•	Expresses the spirit of the holiday and shows how 
valentines grew in popularity during the Civil War

•	Invites readers to write their own poems and make 
their own cards

NANCY CHURNIN is the award-winning author of multiple 
picture book biographies. The former theater critic for the Dallas 
Morning News and Los Angeles Times San Diego edition, she’s 
now a full-time writer and peace negotiator between her dog 
and cats. She lives in North Texas.

MONIKA RÓŽA WIŠNIEWSKA is a Polish illustrator living in 
Porto, Portugal. She studied traditional graphics at Nicolaus 
Copernicus University in Toruń, Poland, where she got her 
master’s degree. Monika has worked with many  
publishers worldwide.

978-0-8075-6711-1  
US $18.99  
Ages 4–8/Grades PreK–3  
November 2023  
8 x 10, 32 pages  

Jacketed Hardcover with Matte 
Lamination  
Territory: World  
E-book: 978-0-8075-6717-3  
US $9.99 

AW Read-Alikes

The Queen and the 
First Christmas Tree
978-0-8075-6636-7
$16.99

Dear Mr. Dickens
978-0-8075-1530-3
$17.99

Grandpa’s Scroll
978-0-8075-3020-7
$18.99
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STEM
BOOKS

Broaden 
their horizons

Inspire the next generation of 
leaders to dream and discover 

with STEM-focused stories.
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Be Wild
Amazing Animal Behaviors to Inspire 
Growing Humans 
by LEIGH CRANDALL 
illustrated by ANGELA EDMONDS

978-0-8075-0628-8  
US $18.99  
Ages 4–8/Grades PreK–3  
September 2023  
8 x 10, 32 pages  

Jacketed Hardcover with Matte 
Lamination  
Territory: World  
E-book: 978-0-8075-0629-5  
US $9.99 

Acting like an animal isn’t always a 
bad thing—in fact, there’s a lot we 
can learn about good manners from 
our friends in the wild! 
Did you know that orangutans make their beds every 
day? Or that warthogs sit down to dine? Packed 
with interesting facts about animal behaviors, 
this nonfiction picture book shows children the 
healthy habits they can learn from creatures in 
the wild. Encourage kids to embrace their inner 
elephant, octopus, or sloth with this educational and 
entertaining read. 

What to Expect

•	Showcases how wild animals communicate, help 
each other, and stay well 

•	Encourages considerate behavior and healthy 
habits by showing kids similarities between 
themselves and animals 

•	Friendly and dynamic approach invites readers 
to come up with more ways to be wild in their 
everyday lives

LEIGH CRANDALL grew up on the Caribbean island of St. 
Thomas and spent seventeen years in Manhattan writing for 
travel and lifestyle publications. Her first children’s book, Dark 
Hedges, Wizard Island, and Other Magical Places That Really 
Exist, was published in 2020. She is currently a contributing 
editor at Country Living, and lives in Richmond, Virginia, with her 
family.

ANGELA EDMONDS started drawing animals at the age of 
four and has never stopped. A graduate of California Institute of 
the Arts, her first job was with Disney Animation, and she spent 
her early career in children’s television before falling in love 
with children's book illustration. She now lives on a ranch just 
minutes from Los Angeles with her husband and pets.

Am
azing Anim

al Behaviors to Inspire Grow
ing Hum

ans
Crandall •

  Edm
onds

Leigh Crandall

illustrated by 
Angela Edmonds

Amazing Animal Behaviors to Inspire Growing Humans

AW Read-Alikes

Just Wild Enough
978-0-8075-4085-5
$17.99

Please Please the Bees
978-0-8075-5186-8
$8.99

Zoo-mate Wanted
978-0-8075-9565-7
$16.99
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Daisy Bubble
A Price Crash on Galapagos 
by SHEILA BAIR 
illustrated by AMY ZHING

978-0-8075-5246-9  
US $18.99  
Ages 4–8/Grades PreK–3  
October 2023  
8 x 10, 32 pages  

Jacketed Hardcover with Matte 
Lamination  
Territory: World  
E-book: 978-0-8075-5247-6  
US $9.99 

Animals hoping to make an easy 
profit on a price bubble find out 
what happens when supply catches 
up to demand. 
After Arlene the giant tortoise walks down the aisle 
wearing a crown of daisies, everyone wants some of 
the beautiful blooms for themselves. Florists sell out 
quickly, but Sly Seal has a daisy stash that allows him 
to drive up the price. Soon his customers start buying 
flowers from each other at even higher markups, 
hoping to sell them later for a profit. By the time word 
spreads that more daisies are on the way, this bubble 
is ready to burst.

What to Expect

•	A timely cautionary tale in the age of 
cryptocurrency and NFTs 

•	Shows how a supplier can control the price of an 
item through market manipulation 

•	Explores financial concepts including market 
trends, speculation, and more 

SHEILA BAIR has had a long and distinguished career in 
finance, academia, and government. She is perhaps best 
known as the Chair of the FDIC during the 2008-2009 financial 
crisis, when she was twice named by Forbes the second most 
powerful woman in the world. A lifelong advocate for strong 
financial regulation and consumer protections, she is the author 
of the New York Times bestseller Bull by the Horns, her memoir of 
the financial crisis, and is a frequent op-ed contributor and TV 
commentator, as well as author of several children's books on 
financial matters.

AMY ZHING grew up in the city of Plymouth in Devon, England. 
She studied fine art at university but realized a career as an 
award-winning fine artist was far too serious for her. So she has 
decided to try and make it as an award-winning  
illustrator instead.

Money Tales
Help kids develop financial literacy with accessible stories written 

by a former FDIC chair and financial expert.
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Princess Persephone and 
the Money Wizards
Inflation Comes to Ganymede 
by SHEILA BAIR 
illustrated by MANUELA LÓPEZ

978-0-8075-5248-3  
US $18.99  
Ages 4–8/Grades PreK–3  
October 2023  
8 x 10, 32 pages  

Jacketed Hardcover with Matte 
Lamination  
Territory: World  
E-book: 978-0-8075-5249-0  
US $9.99 

Princess Persephone means well 
when she orders the Money Wizards 
to conjure more cash for the people 
of Ganymede, but the result is 
the opposite of what she wants or 
expects. 
Princess Persephone wants her friends to come 
along on the summer vacation of her dreams, but 
they can’t afford tickets. No problem! She can just 
tell Ganymede’s Money Wizards to print more bills. 
Though a wizard explains that doing so could lead 
to price hikes, Persephone insists. Then her royal 
subjects go on a spending spree, creating a shortage 
of the tickets her friends need for their trip. What’s a 
princess to do?

MANUELA LÓPEZ is a freelance illustrator living and 
working in Terrassa, a small city in the northeast of Spain. 
Since she earned a Certificate of Higher Education in 
Illustration she has been working on children's books with 
many local publishers. Among her international clients are 
Simon & Schuster and Crocodile Creek.

What to Expect from This Series
•	Kid-friendly explorations of money matters, using colorful characters and humor
•	An accessible starting point for educators and parents who want to teach financial literacy
•	Written by a leading financial expert who has received several honors for her published work on 

money and finance for children

Princess Persephone 
Loses the Castle
978-0-8075-6652-7
$9.99

Rock, Brock, and the 
Savings Shock
978-0-8075-7095-1
$8.99

Princess Persephone’s 
Dragon Ride Stand
978-0-8075-6646-6
$17.99

Explore the Series
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Rock, Brock, and  
the Savings  Shock

Sheila Bair illustrated by Barry Gott

Money Tales

What to Expect

•	Explains how money supply increases can lead to 
inflation, and what can be done to reverse rising 
prices

•	Describes financial concepts including supply & 
demand, price fluctuation, and purchasing power, in 
kid-friendly terms

•	Back matter includes a glossary and relevant 
examples of inflation the 1930s to today
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We Need the  
Amazon Rain Forest 
by ROBERT E. WELLS 
illustrated by PATRICK CORRIGAN

978-0-8075-7780-6  
US $18.99  
Ages 4–8/Grades PreK–3  
October 2023  
8 x 10, 32 pages  

Jacketed Hardcover with Matte 
Lamination  
Territory: World  
E-book: 978-0-8075-7781-3  
US $9.99 

ROBERT E. WELLS is the author and illustrator of many 
award-winning science books for children, including Can You 
Count to a Googol? and Why Do Elephants Need the Sun?. He 
lives with his wife in Washington.

Wells  Corrigan
Tell Me Why: We Need the Amazon Rain Forest

We Need the 
Amazon 

Rain Forest

Robert E. Wells
illustrated by  

Patrick Corrigan

Take a journey through the heart of 
the Amazon rain forest to discover 
why it’s so important for life on 
Earth. 
Even though rain forests take up less than 10 percent 
of Earth’s land, they are home to more than half the 
world’s plants and animals. In this adventure, readers 
climb aboard a river boat and tour the Amazon with 
a local guide. Observe howler monkeys, harpy eagles, 
and other wildlife as you discover how the planet’s 
largest tropical rain forest became endangered, and 
why it’s up to us to protect it.

What to Expect
•	Learn about the world's oldest ecosystems and 

the creatures that inhabit them

•	Details the role rain forests play in supporting life 
on Earth

•	Explains how the destruction of the Amazon 
contributes to climate change

Tell Me Why
Award-winning science author Robert E. Wells makes STEM concepts 

accessible with fun facts and creative comparisons.

The Moon Is More 
Than a Night-Light
978-0-8075-5275-9
$17.99

The Molecules That 
Make You You
978-0-8075-7774-5
$17.99

Explore the Series
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Dive into our oceans to learn  
why we need them—and why  
they need us. 
Our five oceans cover about 71 percent of the earth’s 
surface and hold about 97 percent of our water. 
A central part of the planet’s water cycle, oceans 
are essential to all living things. They are home to 
thousands of species, and they provide humans with 
food and medicine. Oceans are one of the world’s 
most valuable natural resources, and we must take 
care of them.

What to Expect

•	Tour the ocean’s many levels, from the sunlit 
zone to the abyssal plan, and encounter amazing 
creatures along the way

•	Explains the role oceans play in supporting 
biodiversity, regulating the climate, and more

•	Describes the harmful effects of carbon dioxide 
and pollution and advocates for reducing 
emissions and plastic waste

The Ocean Is More  
than a Home for Fish 
by ROBERT E. WELLS 
illustrated by PATRICK CORRIGAN

978-0-8075-7782-0  
US $18.99  
Ages 4–8/Grades PreK–3  
October 2023  
8 x 10, 32 pages  

Jacketed Hardcover with Matte 
Lamination  
Territory: World  
E-book: 978-0-8075-7783-7  
US $9.99 

PATRICK CORRIGAN was born in the north of England and 
grew up drawing and designing. After university, he was an art 
director in a design studio for nearly ten years. He now lives in 
London with his wife and cat, illustrating children’s books.

Wells  Corrigan
Tell Me Why: The Ocean Is More than a Home for Fish

The Ocean Is 
More than a 

Home for Fish

Robert E. Wells
illustrated by  

Patrick Corrigan

What to Expect from This Series
•	Written by an award-winning author of science books for kids
•	Clear explanations and eye-catching illustrations
•	Approaches popular STEM topics from surprising perspectives

Insect Experts in the 
Rain Forest
978-0-8075-4147-0
$17.99

Climate Our  
Changing World
978-0-8075-1203-6
$10.99

Water
978-0-8075-8669-3
$17.99

AW Read-Alikes
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PICTURE 
BOOKS

Spark their 
imagination

When we put the right story in the 
right hands, we can help kids become 
world thinkers who seek to understand 

themselves and others.
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Our Class Is a Country 
by ANDRIA W. ROSENBAUM 
illustrated by DREAM CHEN

978-0-8075-6164-5  
US $18.99  
Ages 4–8/Grades PreK–3  
September 2023  
8 x 10, 32 pages  

Jacketed Hardcover with Matte 
Lamination  
Territory: World  
E-book: 978-0-8075-6165-2  
US $9.99 

Our class is made up of different 
shapes, sizes, and smiles—come join 
us and see!  
Students of different races, ethnicities, and abilities 
welcome readers to their class in this uplifting  
read-aloud.

What to Expect

•	Heartwarming story about building community in 
the classroom

•	Celebrates the many ways differences and 
diversity enrich learning

•	Written by a teacher, this is a perfect story for the 
first day of school

ANDRIA W. ROSENBAUM is a graduate of the Bank Street 
College of Education and a former resource room teacher. She 
writes poetry and picture books from her home in New Jersey.

DREAM CHEN is an artist with background in both illustration 
and animation. She received her BFA in animation at the 
Communication University of China and completed her MFA 
in visual art at the Minneapolis College of Art and Design. She 
is currently living and working in Shanghai, China. She is the 
illustrator of Butterflies on the First Day of School, My Story 
Friend, and more.

R
osenbaum

  •
  Chen

illustrated by Dream ChenAndria W. Rosenbaum
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Get Ready for School
978-0-8075-2833-4
$18.99

We Want to Go to School!
978-0-8075-3518-9
$17.99

Moni Ritchie Hadley
illustrated by

Nathalia Takeyama

Anzu and the Art 
of Friendship
978-0-8075-6135-5
$18.99

AW Read-Alikes

Janet Nolan 
has a master’s degree 
in urban planning 
and believes the 
preparation behind 
an event is as exciting 
as the event itself. It 
was this interest in 

all things “getting ready” that led her to write 
this book. Janet knows how lucky she is—she 
gets to spend her day crafting sentences, 
word by wonderful word. She can’t think of 
anything more fun than creating characters, 
imagining settings, pondering plots, and 
finding the right words to describe it all.

Maria 
Neradova  
grew up in a small 
town in western 
Slovakia. She 
was successful in 
becoming a black 
sheep of her family 

when, after years of drawing and doodling 
as a child, she decided to pursue a creative 
career. First she studied graphic design 
at Tomas Bata University in Zlin, Czech 
Republic, then illustration and printmaking 
at the Academy of Fine Arts in Bratislava, 
Slovakia. After finishing school, Maria 
started working as a freelance illustrator. 
She now lives in Bratislava, Slovakia.

The principal types the 
morning announcements; 
 the school secretary tests  

the PA system.  
But that’s not all!

The sports equipment  
goes out; the cafeteria workers 

stack lunch trays.  
But that’s not all!

The librarian gets ready for 
story time; the teachers make 
sure the classrooms are ready.  

But that’s not all!

Here come all the children!  
On foot, on bicycles,  

in cars and buses.

US $17.99

Janet Nolan
illustrated by  

Maria Neradova Printed in China 
Jacket art copyright © 2022 by Albert Whitman & Company

What does everyone have to do to 
get ready for the first day of school?

N
olan • N

eradova

Welcome, Welcome, 
everyone!everyone!

ISBN 978-0-8075-2833-4

9 7 8 0 8 0 7 5 2 8 3 3 4

5 1 7 9 9



PI
CT

U
R

E 
B

O
O

K
S

20 ALBERT WHITMAN

Annie Silvestro Printed in China
Jacket art copyright © 2021 by Albert Whitman & Company

Silvestro  •  W
hitehouse

illustrated by  
Ben Whitehouse

ANNIE SILVESTROANNIE SILVESTRO  

is a lover of books 
and the author of 
Bunny’s Book Club, 
Mice Skating, and 
Butterflies on the 

First Day of School, among other titles. 
Her best ideas come from daydreaming, 
which is precisely how her very first 
dragon came to visit. She loves to play, 
especially table tennis, cards, and board 
games with her two sons. Annie lives 
with her family in New Jersey. Her 
website is www.anniesilvestro.com.

BEN WHITEHOUSEBEN WHITEHOUSE 
is an illustrator 
born and raised in 
Birmingham, England. 
He worked in the 
animation industry 

as a character designer, animator, and 
stop-motion-puppet maker before 
finding his happy feet within the world 
of illustration. At the moment, Ben 
lives in Chepstow, Wales, with his lovely 
girlfriend, Yvonne, and their crazy 
border collie, Sparrow. Visit him online at 
www.benwhitehouseillustration.com.

Yv
on

ne
 Z

ac
ha

ri
as

Dylan loves playing, drawing, 
dreaming, and, best of all, dragons!

But his days and weeks are so full—
with piano lessons  
and science club 
and baseball practice 
and karate class— 
that when the dragon of his 
daydreams shows up, there’s never 
any time to play.

Dragons can’t just wait around 
forever.

How can Dylan let his family know 
that his busy schedule needs room 
for dragon time? 

US $16.99

ISBN 978-0-8075-1742-0

9 7 8 0 8 0 7 5 1 7 4 2 0

5 1 6 9 9

DylansDragon_JKT.indd   1DylansDragon_JKT.indd   1 8/30/20   6:12 PM8/30/20   6:12 PM

Mary Vander Plas
illustrated by  André Ceolin

Smout and the Lighthouse
A Story of Robert Louis Stevenson 
by JANE YOLEN & JOHN PATRICK PAZDZIORA 
illustrated by LYNDSAY ROBERTS RAYNE

978-0-8075-7484-3  
US $18.99  
Ages 4–8/Grades PreK–3  
September 2023  
8 x 10, 40 pages  

Jacketed Hardcover with Matte 
Lamination  
Territory: World  
E-book: 978-0-8075-7485-0  
US $9.99 

Discover the unexpected beginnings 
of author Robert Louis Stevenson 
in this story about following your 
dreams. 
Inspired by Robert Louis Stevenson’s letters and 
life, this book imagines the author as a child with 
dreams of becoming a writer. As he and his father 
visit one of the many lighthouses along the Scottish 
coast that were built by their family, young Louis 
begins composing a story in his head—one with 
storms, shipwrecks, and pirates—that will one day be 
published as Treasure Island.

What to Expect

•	Imagines a scene from the childhood of author 
Robert Louis Stevenson, showing how his 
creativity shaped his life from an early age 

•	Portrays a father-son relationship that is both 
loving and challenging 

•	Examines the conflict that can emerge between 
a person’s own desires and the expectations of 
their family, as well as the rewards of forging your 
own path 

JANE YOLEN is the author of more than 400 books, including 
How Do Dinosaurs Say Good Night?. Her works, which range from 
picture books to novels for adults, have won an assortment of 
awards, among them the Golden Kite and the National Jewish 
Book Award. She lives in Massachusetts in the winter and 
Scotland in the summer. She writes every day.

JOHN PATRICK PAZDZIORA is project assistant professor in the 
College of Arts and Sciences of The University of Tokyo. He holds 
a PhD in English from the University of St Andrews and researches 
19th-century Scottish literature. He is the author of Haunted 
Childhoods in George MacDonald.

LYNDSAY ROBERTS RAYNE graduated from the Cambridge 
School of Art with a master’s degree in children’s book 
illustration. A psychotherapist and art therapist, she balances her 
time between her private practice and her illustration work. She 
lives in Cambridge, England, with her husband and their dogs.
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 Story of R

obert Louis Stevenson 

A Story of  
Robert Louis Stevenson

Smout
& The Lighthouse
Smout
& The Lighthouse

A Story of  
Robert Louis Stevenson

Jane Yolen and John Patrick Pazdziora
illustrated by Lyndsay Roberts Rayne

Call Me Calvin
978-0-8075-1044-5
$18.99

Dylan’s Dragon
978-0-8075-1742-0
$16.99

For Spacious 
Skies
978-0-8075-2530-2 
$16.99
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Mama’s Year with Cancer 
by NANCY CHURNIN & SHAYNA VINCENT 
illustrated by WAZZA PINK

978-0-8075-8079-0  
US $18.99  
Ages 4–8/Grades PreK–3  
September 2023  
8 x 10, 32 pages  

Jacketed Hardcover with Matte 
Lamination  
Territory: World  
E-book: 978-0-8075-8080-6  
US $9.99 

This tender story explores the 
impact of a parent’s cancer 
diagnosis on a child’s daily life, while 
offering kids ways to help loved 
ones on their recovery journey. 
This poignant and true story follows a child who 
watches her mother go through the pain and distress 
of hospital stays, surgery, and chemotherapy. She 
helps her mother by sharing jokes, crafting get-
well cards, and giving hugs, and she tries to be 
understanding when they can’t do all the things 
they used to do. Finally, after a year of treatment, her 
mother gets to ring the bell that means she is better.

What to Expect

•	Deals compassionately with the day-to-day 
realities of a loved one undergoing treatment for 
cancer 

•	Acknowledges that a diagnosis can take a toll on 
the whole family, and that it's OK to be angry and 
sad even when you aren't the one who's sick 

•	Co-written by a mother of two who was 
diagnosed with breast cancer at age 34, 
backmatter includes an author's note and 
resources on how to talk to children about cancer 

NANCY CHURNIN is the award-winning author of multiple 
picture book biographies. The former theater critic for the Dallas 
Morning News and Los Angeles Times San Diego edition, she’s 
now a full-time writer and peace negotiator between her dog and 
cats. She lives in North Texas.

SHAYNA VINCENT resides in Carrollton, Texas. She serves as the 
director of professional development at the Caruth Police Institute 
at the University of North Texas at Dallas, where she develops 
and implements leadership curriculum for law enforcement 
personnel. Shayna earned a master’s degree in alternative 
dispute resolution from Southern Methodist University and a 
bachelor’s degree in sociology from the University of Texas at 
Arlington.

WAZZA PINK was born in Vietnam and still lives there. As a kid, 
she loved reading comics and picture books, and mimicking the 
styles of her favorite artists. Now an illustrator, she continues to 
practice and learn from books, the internet, and her artist friends.

Nancy Churnin  
and Shayna Vincent

illustrated by 
Wazza Pink

Mama's Year
with Cancer

In Association with the National Pediatric Cancer Foundation

When a Kid Like Me 
Fights Cancer
978-0-8075-6396-0
$8.99

Way Past Worried
978-0-8075-8686-0
$16.99

Remembering Mom’s 
Kubbat Halab
978-0-8075-6932-0
$17.99

AW Read-Alikes
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When We Had  
to Leave Home 
by LINDA RAVIN LODDING 
illustrated by ANNA ARONSON

978-0-8075-7481-2  
US $18.99  
Ages 4–8/Grades PreK–3  
October 2023  
8 x 10, 32 pages  

Jacketed Hardcover with Matte 
Lamination  
Territory: World  
E-book: 978-0-8075-7482-9  
US $9.99 

Displaced by conflict in Ukraine, a 
young girl and her family must start 
again in a new country. 
When war comes to Sofiya’s country, she and her 
mother and grandmother are forced to set off on a 
long journey to escape the violence and find safety. 
Sofiya doesn’t know whether she will ever see her 
friends or her beloved garden again, so she takes 
a sunflower with her as a reminder of all that she is 
leaving behind. But this homegrown keepsake has a 
surprise in store—one that will help Sofiya put down 
her own roots and feel at home in a new place.

What to Expect

•	Portrays the refugee experience through a child's 
eyes 

•	A conversation starter on the timely topics of war 
and immigration 

•	Offers hope to kids who are adapting to new 
cultures and countries

LINDA RAVIN LODDING is the award-winning author of eight 
children's picture books. She graduated from Barnard College, 
Columbia University and has an MBA from New York University's 
Stern School of Business. Originally from New York, Linda spent 
the twenty-five years in Austria and the Netherlands and now 
lives in beautiful Stockholm, Sweden.

ANNA ARONSON lives in Winneconne, Wisconsin. She has a 
degree in history from the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh and 
has worked on board games, coloring books, and children’s 
books, including The Grumpy Troll.

Lodding  •   Aronson

Linda Ravin Lodding i� ustrated by Anna Aronson

When We Had When We Had 
   Leave Home   Leave Hometotoi

Hello, New House
978-0-8075-7226-9
$16.99

Still a Family
978-0-8075-7707-3
$16.99

Wagons Ho!
978-0-8075-8613-6
$7.99

AW Read-Alikes
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My Friend Ben and  
the New Neighbor 
written & illustrated by CHARLES BEYL

978-0-8075-5281-0  
US $18.99  
Ages 4–8/Grades PreK–3  
September 2023  
10.75 x 8.5, 32 pages  

Jacketed Hardcover with 
Matte Lamination  
Territory: World  
E-book: 978-0-8075-5282-7  
US $9.99 

When a young raccoon comes to live at the pond, Chip worries that his 
friendship with Ben will change. 
Chip and Ben are best friends who do everything together. When Ivy the raccoon and her family move into the old 
hollow log at the pond, Chip and Ben invite their new neighbor to play. But after watching Ben have so much fun 
with Ivy, Chip starts to miss the way things used to be.

What to Expect

•	Through sharing, kindness, and group play, Chip and Ben welcome a newcomer to their community. 

•	Touches on feelings of jealousy that can arise when two best friends invite someone else to join them 

•	Reminds readers that it’s possible to make room for new pals without growing apart from your old ones

CHARLES BEYL lives in Sugar Land, Texas, where 
he writes stories, creates humorous illustrations 
and cartoons, and keeps an eye out for snakes and 
alligators. When he is not in his studio, you can find 
him teaching college students, riding his bike, or 
playing with his amazing grandchildren.

C
h
arles B

eyl

US $18.99

Ivy smiles a lot.  
She is good  
at smiling.

She is also good at climbing 
tall trees and hiding and 
running fast.

And Ivy never stops smiling.

Soon, Ben is building tall 
stick towers with Ivy and 
drawing with Ivy.

Chip misses Ben.

Can they all be friends?

Charles Beyl 
writes and illustrates his stories 
based on his love of the outdoors and 
adventures with his family. Growing 
up in a military family, Charles found 
himself a new neighbor many times. 
Making new friends and exploring  
new places are some of his favorite 
things to do.
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Chip and Ben are best friends.

They do everything together.

Until Ivy’s family moves to the pond.

Charles Beyl

My Friend Ben
and the New Neighbor

M
y Friend B

en
and the N

ew
 N

eighbor

M
y Friend B

en
and the N

ew
 N

eighbor

www.albertwhitman.com

Printed in China 
Jacket art copyright © 2023 by Charles Beyl

ISBN 978-0-8075-5281-0

9 7 8 0 8 0 7 5 5 2 8 1 0

5 1 8 9 9

Charles Beyl

My Friend Ben 
and the First Snow

My Friend Ben Won’t Share
978-0-8075-5443-2
$16.99

My Friend Ben and  
the Sleepover
978-0-8075-5309-1
$16.99

My Friend Ben and  
the Big Race
978-0-8075-5464-7
$17.99

My Friend Ben and  
the First Snow
978-0-8075-5470-8
$17.99

Explore the Series

Chip & Ben
Beaver BFFs learn important social and emotional 

skills as they play and grow together.
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Beginning 
to Read

•	 Large, simple type
•	 Basic vocabulary
•	 Word repetition
•	 Strong illustration support

Time to Read® is an early reader program designed to guide children to literacy success regardless of age 
or grade level. The program’s three levels correspond to stages of reading readiness, making book selection 
simple and assuring that when a child’s time to read arrives, the right book will be waiting.

Animal Time
Follow the wacky antics of a group of  
animal pals.

Park Here
Sometimes one wrong turn can lead to new 
adventures—and new friends. 

Just Right Cat 
978-0-8075-7191-0 
$3.99 

Hide and Peek 
978-0-8075-7201-6 
$3.99 

Stop, Fox! 
978-0-8075-7199-6 
$3.99 

Cub Shrugs 
978-0-8075-7192-7 
$3.99 

Animal Time Set #1 
978-0-8075-7193-4 
$14.99

Park Here 
978-0-8075-6369-4 
$3.99 
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Reading 
with Help

•	 Short sentences
•	 Engaging stories
•	 Simple dialogue
•	 Illustration support

Bat and Sloth
Join two unlikely friends on heartwarming, 
humorous adventures in the rain forest.

Iggy Iguanodon
A young dinosaur learns the importance of bathing, 
eating well, and trying new things.

Bat and Sloth  
Hang Around 
978-0-8075-0580-9 
$4.99 

Bat and Sloth Lost  
and Found 
978-0-8075-0579-3 
$3.99 

Bat and Sloth Solve  
a Mystery 
978-0-8075-0567-0 
$3.99 

Bat and Sloth Throw  
a Party 
978-0-8075-0573-1 
$3.99 

Bat and Sloth Set #1 
978-0-8075-0566-3 
$14.99 

Playtime & Mealtime 
978-0-8075-3642-1 
$12.99 

Bath Time & Bedtime 
978-0-8075-3641-4 
$12.99 
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Reading 
Independently

•	 Longer sentences
•	 Harder words
•	 Short paragraphs
•	 Increased story complexity

illustrated by

For more information about  Time to Read™ Early Readers,  see inside!

Beginning  
to Read

Tim
e
 to

 R
e
a

d™
  •

  Leve
l

Reading  
with Help

Reading  
Independently

Sleepover

Sleepover

Chameleon
Kid and

The 
the 

Chameleon
Kid and

The 
the 

ISBN 978-0-8075-4180-7

9 7 8 0 8 0 7 5 4 1 8 0 7

5 1 2 9 9

Cham
el eon

K
id

and
T
he 

the 

US $12.99

Tessy wants to have a sleepover, but a sleepover is not a chameleon thing.  Will Newton f ind a way to have fun?

Sleepover

Printed in China Cover art copyright © 2019 by Albert Whitman & Company

KidChameleon_Sleepover_CVR.indd   1

11/16/18   11:11 AM

For more information about  
Time to Read™ Early Readers,  

see inside!

Beginning  
to Read

Tim
e
 to
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d™
  •

  Lev
e
l

Reading  
with Help

Reading  
Independently

Chameleon
Kid andThe the 

Chameleon
Kid andThe the 

illustrated by

ISBN 978-0-8075-4179-1

9 7 8 0 8 0 7 5 4 1 7 9 1

5 1 2 9 9

C h a m
el eo n

K
id

and
T
he 

the 

US $12.99

Tessy is a kid.  
Newton is a chameleon. 
Can they f ind a way  
to be friends?

Printed in China 
Cover art copyright © 2019 by Albert Whitman & Company

KidChameleon_CVR.indd   1 11/16/18   11:09 AM

The Kid and the 
Chameleon 
978-0-8075-4167-8 
$3.99 

The Kid and the 
Chameleon Sleepover 
978-0-8075-4166-1 
$3.99 

The Kid and the 
Chameleon Go 
 to School 
978-0-8075-4164-7 
$3.99 

The Kid and the 
Chameleon Set #1 
978-0-8075-4163-0 
$9.99 

The Kid and the Chameleon 
Tessy is a kid. Newton is a chameleon. They’ve 
got a lot to learn about each other in this 
quirky series.

Detective Paw of the Law
Whether it’s icky ice cream or a missing 
painting, Detective Paw and Patrol Officer 
Pickles are on the case!

The Case of the  
Stolen Drumsticks 
978-0-8075-1563-1 
$3.99 

The Case of the  
Missing Painting 
978-0-8075-1570-9 
$3.99 

The Case of the  
Icky Ice Cream 
978-0-8075-1584-6 
$3.99 

The Case of  
Piggy’s Bank 
978-0-8075-1564-8 
$3.99 

Detective Paw of  
the Law Set 
978-0-8075-1585-3 
$12.99
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NEXT LEVEL 
READS

Keep them 
turning pages

A child's reading journey is full of 
memorable moments. From their first 

chapter book, to middle grade novels, to 
young adult books and beyond, they will 

reach many milestones as they grow, at the 
same time deepening their understanding 

of the world and themselves.
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All Systems Whoa
Abby in Orbit, Book 3
by ANDREA J. LONEY 
illustrated by FUUJI TAKASHI

978-0-8075-0095-8  
US $13.99  
Ages 7–10/Grades 1–5  
September 2023  
5.5 X 8, 96 pages  

Jacketed Hardcover with Matte 
Lamination  
Territory: World  
E-book: 978-0-8075-0096-5  
US $9.99 

How can Abby prove she’s not a Bad 
Baxter, but an Awesome Abby?
On Career Day, Abby Baxter’s classmates are excited 
to learn about all the jobs adults do on the space 
station. But Abby has no idea what her career should 
be—next to her brilliant doctor parents, she always 
feels like a Bad Baxter. Even worse, she makes a few 
mistakes that cause systems on the space station 
to start going haywire. Can Abby untangle the mess 
and find her own strengths?

What to Expect

•	Social-emotional themes of interpersonal and 
leadership skills 

•	Illustrates the value of trying new things while 
respecting one’s passions and strengths 

•	Reminder that everyone makes mistakes— 
what matters most is that we do our best to 
correct them

Space Race
978-0-8075-0104-7
$6.99

Blast Off!
978-0-8075-0103-0
$6.99

Now in Paperback

ANDREA J. LONEY is an award-winning author who grew 
up in a small town in New Jersey. After receiving her MFA from 
New York University, she joined a traveling circus, then stayed 
in Hollywood to make movies. Now Andrea teaches computer 
classes at a community college while living in Los Angeles with 
her family and their embarrassingly spoiled pets.

FUUJI TAKASHI is a children’s book illustrator and character 
designer from General Santos, Phillippines. She is best known 
for illustrating Kailyn Lowry’s first children’s book, Love Is 
Bubblegum, and for her work on children’s books featuring 
diverse characters. In her spare time, she likes cooking, singing, 
and taking long, peaceful walks.

Abby in Orbit
Third-grader Abby may be out of this world—literally—but 

her family and friends keep her grounded.
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Just Warming Up
The Tinkerers, Book 4
by PATRICIA LAKIN 
illustrated by ANASTASIIA DRAKOVA

E-book: 978-0-8075-7960-2  
US $9.99  
Ages 7–10/Grades 1–5  
September 2023  

5.5 X 8, 96 pages  
Jacketed Hardcover with Matte 
Lamination  
Territory: World  

When construction puts a friend’s 
concert at risk, the Tinkerers agree: 
the show must go on!
When road construction wakes Gus the groundhog 
from his hibernation a week early, the Tinkerers are 
more than happy to take him in. Before long, their 
new friend reveals that he has a special talent: he 
can play the ukulele! Every spring, Gus puts on a 
concert for his family and friends to celebrate the 
season, but this year, between the construction and 
the noise it brings, he may just have to cancel. Can 
the Tinkerers engineer a solution in time for the show?

What to Expect from This Book

•	Explores the concept of the transfer of energy 
through heat, sound, and electricity

•	Illustrates the engineering design process, from 
stage building to sound amplification

•	Characters model persistence in the face  
of obstacles 

What to Expect from This Series

•	Introduces STEM concepts in an accessible  
and engaging way

•	Strong themes of environmentalism and  
helping others

•	Topics align with Common Core and Next 
Generation Science Standards

PATRICIA LAKIN is an award-winning author and former 
elementary school teacher who has published a wide variety of 
fiction and nonfiction titles that span multiple age groups. As a 
die-hard New Yorker, she is continually in awe of the inspiration 
this vibrant, diverse city can offer.

ANASTASIIA DRAKOVA was born in Ukraine, and she has 
loved to draw for as long as she can remember. After working 
as a packaging designer for fifteen years, Anastasiia moved to 
Italy and decided to pursue her lifelong dream of becoming a 
children’s book illustrator.

The Tinkerers
Clever critters work together to engineer a 

better world for everyone.

Forces of Nature
978-0-8075-7953-4
$12.99

Opposites Attract
978-0-8075-7955-8
$12.99

Explore the Series

Soaring Success
978-0-8075-7958-9
$9.99 E-book
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The Vanishing Friend
The Wish Library, Book 5
by CHRISTINE EVANS 
illustrated by PATRICK CORRIGAN

978-0-8075-8100-1  
US $12.99  
Ages 7–10/Grades 1–5  
October 2023  
5.5 X 8, 96 pages  

Jacketed Hardcover with Matte 
Lamination  
Territory: World  
E-book: 978-0-8075-8101-8  
US $9.99 

When Luca’s cabinmate wishes 
to disappear because of bullying, 
Raven and Luca use their knowledge 
of wishes—and friendship—to bring 
him back.
When Raven and Luca go to sleepaway camp, they 
can’t wait to have a week with no parents, no school, 
and, most of all, no trouble from magical wishes. At 
Redwood Rescue Farm, they’ll take care of animals, 
meet new friends, and enjoy the awesome scenery. 
But when Luca’s cabinmate vanishes and the camp 
leaders magically forget about him, Raven and Luca 
suspect there’s more to the camp than meets the 
eye. Is there a Wish Library among the redwoods?

What to Expect

•	Explores bullying from a friend’s perspective 

•	Fun and engaging setting of an animal  
rescue farm 

•	Expands the Wish Library world in new and 
intriguing ways

CHRISTINE EVANS is a British author living in the San 
Francisco Bay Area in California with her husband and two 
daughters. She is the author of two picture books, Evelyn the 
Adventurous Entomologist and Emily’s Idea. The Wish Library is 
Christine’s first chapter book series.

PATRICK CORRIGAN was born in the north of England and 
grew up drawing and designing. After university, he was an art 
director in a design studio for nearly ten years. He now lives in 
London with his wife and cat, illustrating children’s books.

Snow Day in May
978-0-8075-8749-2
$5.99

Explore the Series

Principal for a Day
978-0-8075-8750-8
$5.99

Together Forever
978-0-8075-8751-5
$5.99

The Wish That  
Got Away
978-0-8075-8747-8
$12.99

The Wish Library
Do you ever wish your problems could be solved 

just by asking? Be careful what you wish for!
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NOW IN
PAPERBACK

Favorite reads
New format

What Makes an AW Story?

We know the power of a good story and the 
difference it can make in a child’s life. That’s why 

we are dedicated to honoring our more than 
100-year tradition of independently publishing 
stories that contribute to children’s emotional 
and academic development—ones that are 
creative, inclusive, relevant, and trusted by 

educators, parents, and readers alike.



N
O

W
 I

N
 P

A
PE

R
B

A
CK

32 ALBERT WHITMAN

978-0-8075-2555-5  
US $9.99  
Ages 4–8/Grades P–3  
September 2023  

10.75 x 8.5, 32 pages  
Territory: World  
E-Book: 978-0-8075-2554-8 
US $7.99 

School's in session for little monsters 
learning the fine art of fright! 
On darkened autumn nights, unusual students head 
to school—Fright School! In this hilarious story, little 
monsters learn the art of scaring trick-or-treaters. 
Follow zombies, ghouls, ghosts and many more creepy 
creatures as they study the most spooktacular ways 
to terrify their guests. Will they be able to perfect their 
frightening ways before Halloween? You be the judge!

Fright School
by JANET LAWLER 
illustrated by CHIARA GALLETTI

978-0-8075-0390-4  
US $9.99  
Ages 4–8/Grades P–3  
September 2023  

10.75 x 8.5, 32 pages  
Territory: World  
E-Book: 978-0-8075-0393-5 
US $7.99 

From tree to table, this story shows 
how one family comes together to 
make applesauce. 
Applesauce Day is here! Maria and her family visit 
an apple orchard and pick apples. Then it’s time 
to turn the apples into applesauce. Every year they 
use a special pot that has been in the family for 
generations. Follow along as everyone helps to make 
delicious applesauce.

Applesauce Day
by LISA J. AMSTUTZ 
illustrated by TALITHA SHIPMAN

LISA J. AMSTUTZ is the author of more than fifty books for 
children. She specializes in topics related to science, nature, 
and agriculture. Lisa’s work has also appeared in a variety 
of magazines and newspapers. Her background includes a 
BA in biology and an MS in environmental science. Lisa lives 
with her family on a hobby farm in rural Ohio.

TALITHA SHIPMAN graduated with an MFA in illustration 
from Savannah College of Art and Design in 2008. She's 
illustrated three books since then. Talitha lives in Indiana 
with her husband, daughter, and a very hairy dog  
named Lucy.

JANET LAWLER is a critically-acclaimed author whose books 
have appeared in Scholastic Book Clubs and the Children's Book 
of the Month Club. Her work includes Ocean Counting (an NSTA 
Outstanding Science Trade Book), Love is Real, and Leaves. She 
loves sharing the humor of everyday life with young readers. 
Janet lives in Farmington, CT.

CHIARA GALLETTI is a children’s book illustrator and 
character designer. She has a degree in advertising at the 
University for Foreigners of Perugia and a specialization 
in E-design at the Academy of Digital Arts Nemo Florence. 
Currently she organizes digital drawing workshop for teens at 
Biblioteca delle Nuvole of Perugia. She lives in Italy.
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978-0-8075-2430-5  
US $9.99  
Ages 4–8/Grades P–3  
October 2023  

8 x 10, 32 pages  
Territory: World  
E-Book: 978-0-8075-2434-3 
US $7.99 

A group of animal friends discovers 
the true meaning of Christmas as 
they help a swallow in need. 
Squirrel, Mouse, and Hare are getting ready for 
Christmas. While Mouse is out looking for the perfect 
gift for Hare, she finds Swallow sick in the snow. The 
three friends bring Swallow home and try to nurse the 
bird back to health. Squirrel and Mouse realize their 
Christmas gifts will help Swallow get well. As they 
give up their presents to help Swallow, they find the 
Christmas spirit.

Finding Christmas
by LEZLIE EVANS 
illustrated by YEE VON CHAN

LEZLIE EVANS is an award-winning author of numerous 
children's books. Some of her publishing credits include 
Can You Greet the Whole Wide World?, The Bunnies' Trip, 
and The Bunnies' Picnic. A reluctant reader in grade school, 
she developed a love of books in middle school. She lives in 
Virginia.

YEE VON CHAN is an illustrator based in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia. She enjoys traveling, stargazing, reading, 
Japanese food, and various kinds of stationery.

978-0-8075-7361-7  
US $9.99  
Ages 4–8/Grades P–3  
September 2023  

8 x 10, 32 pages  
Territory: World  
E-Book: 978-0-8075-7356-3 
US $7.99 

The festival of lights is here—time to 
celebrate the New Year!
Diwali has arrived! Rangoli art decorates the floor, and 
strings of flowers hang around the doors. Now it's time to 
ring the bells, light the lamps, and welcome the New Year 
with family and friends. A sweet introduction to the Hindu 
festival of lights.

Shubh Diwali!
by CHITRA SOUNDAR 
illustrated by CHARLENE CHUA

CHITRA SOUNDAR is an active supporter of reading for 
pleasure and inclusivity in publishing. Born in India, she now 
lives in London. She has over thirty books in print worldwide.

CHARLENE CHUA grew up in Singapore but now lives in 
Ontario, Canada. When she's not making art, she enjoys 
cooking, reading, and playing video games.
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978-0-8075-5521-7  
US $9.99  
Ages 4–8/Grades P–3  
September 2023  

9 x 9, 32 pages  
Territory: World  
E-Book: 978-0-8075-0924-1 
US $7.99 

Like every good garden, a young girl's 
hair must be cared for and nourished. 
After a day of being taunted by classmates about her 
unruly hair, Mackenzie can't take any more and she seeks 
guidance from her wise and comforting neighbor, Miss 
Tillie. Using the beautiful garden in the backyard as a 
metaphor, Miss Tillie shows Mackenzie that maintaining 
healthy hair is not a chore nor is it something to fear.  
Most importantly, Mackenzie learns that natural black 
hair is beautiful.

My Hair is a Garden
written and illustrated by COZBI A. CABRERA

COZBI A. CABRERA received a BFA from Parsons School 
of Design. An author and illustrator, she won Caldecott and 
Coretta Scott King honors for her book Me & Mama. Additionally, 
her handmade cloth dolls have garnered the attention of 
collectors around the world.

978-0-8075-2177-9  
US $9.99  
Ages 4–8/Grades P–3  
September 2023  

10.75 x 8.5, 32 pages  
Territory: World  
E-Book: 978-0-8075-2176-2 
US $7.99 

No two families are the same, but 
every family is special.
When Mrs. Mack says she will soon be a grandmother, 
her students realize that teachers have families just 
like they do! Suddenly everyone in the class wants to 
share information about his or her own unique family. 
Sarah tells of flying to China with her parents where 
they adopted her sister, Rachel. Christopher tells 
about his parents' divorce. They are still a family, but 
now he and his brother spend a few days every week 
at their dad's apartment. Nick lives with his parents, 
five siblings, and his grandparents—they need to 
order three large pizzas for dinner! And Hannah tells 
how she loves to garden with her two mommies.

All Families Are Special
by NORMA SIMON 
illustrated by TERESA FLAVIN

NORMA SIMON wrote more than fifty books for children, 
including All Kinds of Families, All Kinds of Children, All 
Families are Special, and I Was So Mad!.

TERESA FLAVIN was born in New York and studied art 
in Boston and at Syracuse University. She has illustrated 
a number of picture books and now lives in Glasgow, 
Scotland.
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Coming of Age
13 B'nai Mitzvah Stories
edited by JONATHAN ROSEN & HENRY HERZ

This short story collection 
highlights the diverse experiences 
of becoming an adult in the Jewish 
faith. 
What does it mean to become an adult in your faith? 
Join thirteen diverse characters as they experience 
anxiety, doubt, and self-discovery while preparing 
for their B’nai Mitzvah. Whether celebrating with a 
lavish party or in reception room A with an accordion 
player, the Jewish rite of passage remains the 
same. Filled with humor, hope, and history, there’s 
something in this anthology for every reader.

JONATHAN ROSEN is a transplanted New Yorker who now 
lives with his family and rescue dog, Parker, in sunny South 
Florida. When not writing, he can be found with his family. 
He is the author of Night of the Living Cuddle Bunnies and 
its sequel, From Sunset till Sunrise. He is an administrator 
of a site devoted to middle grade books, and a founding 
member of a site devoted to spooky middle grade.

HENRY HERZ is the author of eleven children’s books, 
including Cap’n Rex & His Clever Crew, 2 Pirates + 1 Robot, 
and the Kirkus-starred I Am Smoke. His short stories have 
appeared in Highlights and Ladybug. Henry co-edited the 
YA anthology The Hitherto Secret Experiments of Marie 
Curie from Blackstone Publishing. He loves his family, dogs, 
and Boston cream pie.

PB: 978-0-8075-3664-3  
US $9.99  
Ages 9–12/Grades 3–7  
October 2023  

5.5 X 8, 240 pages  
Territory: World  
E-book: 978-0-8075-3666-7 
US $7.99 

Freddie Ramos Powers Up
Zapato Power, Book 12
by JACQUELINE JULES 
illustrated by KEIRON WARD

Has Freddie found gloves that give him 
super strength? 
Freddie loves to help Mr. Vaslov with jobs around the 
Starwood Park apartment buildings. One day Freddie 
finds a pair of small gloves that would fit him in Mr. 
Vaslov's toolshed. Could the gloves be a new invention?

JACQUELINE JULES is the author of numerous books for 
children, including Never Say a Mean Word Again, a Sydney 
Taylor Honor Book. She is also a librarian, teacher, and poet. She 
won the Cybils Award for Best Short Chapter Book for the first 
book in the Zapato Power series. She lives in Arlington, Virginia.

KEIRON WARD has always loved drawing his favorite heroes 
and villains. He lives in Wales.

PB: 978-0-8075-8120-9  
US $6.99  
Ages 7-10/Grades 1–5  
October 2023  

5.25 X 7.5, 96 pages  
Territory: World  
E-book: 978-0-8075-9575-6 
US $5.99 
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GENERAL INFORMATION

ORDERING INFORMATION
TO PLACE AN ORDER OR FOR OTHER INQUIRIES: (800) 255-7675
FAX (847) 581-0039 OR EMAIL ORDERS@ALBERTWHITMAN.COM

Or write: 
Albert Whitman & Company
Attn: Order Department 
250 South Northwest Highway
Suite 320
Park Ridge, Illinois
USA 60068
www.albertwhitman.com

INTERNATIONAL ORDERS
(excluding US/Canada, China, and India)

Baker & Taylor Publisher Services (BTPS)
Toll free: 800-775-1700
Email: gps.cs@baker-taylor.com
 
Represented in Canada by Canadian Manda Group
www.mandagroup.com
Orders to Albert Whitman
 
Rights & Permissions: 
info@albertwhitman.com

E-BOOKS
Albert Whitman & Company ebooks (including The Boxcar Children®) 
are available wherever ebooks are sold!

BINDING
Each hardcover book is guaranteed for the life of its pages.

PRICING
Prices quoted are the publisher’s retail price. Wholesalers and 
booksellers, please check with your sales representative or call for 
your discount schedule. Prices are subject to change without notice.

TEACHER'S AND READER'S GUIDES
Common Core correlations are listed on each book’s individual 
page at www.albertwhitman.com and are available for download.

LEVELING
Our books are leveled for a variety of reading-incentive and literacy 
programs, including Accelerated Reader®, Lexile®, Scholastic 
Reading Counts!®, Guided-Reading, and Reading Recovery. Levels 
for these and other leveling systems can be found in the Schools 
and Libraries section of our website at www.albertwhitman.com.

ALBERT WHITMAN & COMPANY IS A QUALIFIED SUPPLIER FOR THE 
READING IS FUNDAMENTAL® (RIF) PROGRAM.

MARKETING INQUIRIES
For marketing and publicity questions, email us at  
marketing@albertwhitman.com.

FOR SCHOOLS AND LIBRARIES
Our titles are available from all major wholesalers and distributors, 
including (but not limited to):
Baker & Taylor
Booksource
Bound to Stay Bound
Brodart
Follett School Solutions
Ingram
Mackin

Albert Whitman & Company is proud to be a major publishing 
sponsor for Bernie's Book Bank.
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Jodie Parachini  
is an author of many 
books for children, 
both fiction and 
nonfiction. Originally 
from New England, 
Jodie now lives in  
(the original) England 

with her family, along with Lucky the cat  
and Sammy the dog. Her favorite word is 
ramble, which is something Jodie’s words,  
and her legs, like to do. She can be found at  
www.JodieParachini.com.
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Trucks on Vacation

illustrated by  

John JovenJodie Parachini
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ISBN 978-0-8075-1591-4
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Parachini •
 Joven

Trucks on V
acation

It’s summer, and all 
the trucks are hot.
Tempers rise with 
the thermometer.

When they start to blame  
each other, Digby knows he 

needs to do something.

The dump trucks bring the sand, 
Mack brings the beachballs, 

Morris brings a raft, and don’t 
forget the sunglasses!

But what could make their day 
complete? Jingle, jingle. Here 
comes the best truck of all… 

the ice-cream truck! 

Digby and the other trucks have been working hard.
Time for some fun in the sun.

Time for a vacation!
But what do trucks do when they’re not working?

John Joven is a 
freelance illustrator by 
vocation, left-handed 
by nature, and drummer 
by quarantine. Based 
in Bogotá, Colombia, 
he started drawing at 
an early age and, when 

he was six year old, his parents enrolled him in 
his first painting class. Nowadays, he shares 
his life with his wife and two kids…ah! and a 
naughty pug called Danyer. You can read more 
about John at www.johnjoven.com.

www.albertwhitman.com

Printed in China 
Jacket art copyright © 2023 by Albert Whitman & Company

For information please call (800) 255-7675
or visit our website at www.albertwhitman.com.

ISBN 978-0-8075-0628-8 
OUR SEASONAL CATALOGS AND COMPLETE  

BACKLIST ARE AVAILABLE ON EDELWEISS!

Digby and the Construction Crew
Friendly machines work as a team to get  

jobs done while having fun.

Trucks on Vacation
978-0-8075-1591-4
$18.99

Dump Truck Duel
978-0-8075-1593-8
$18.99

Dig It, Digby!
978-0-8075-1587-7
$17.99

Axel's First Day
978-0-8075-1589-1
$17.99


